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XVIII. Several Ob/erVations in Natural Hiftory, 
made at North - Bierley in Yorkshire, hy 
Dr. Richard Richardion ( M. D. ) Commu- 
nicated in a Letter to Dr. Hans Sloanc, R. S. 
Seer. 

North-Bierley, June, 12. 1713. 

Sir, 

1 Shall begin my Obfervations with fuch as relate to 
Human Kind, which are only two, and thole with- 
in the Townftlip of North-Bier ley. The firft was of 
John Worfnape, a poor Boy, who liv'd till he was 17 
Years old, and never made Water, and yet was in per- 
fect Health, and Vigorous and Attive. He had conftant- 
ly a Diarrhaa upon him, but without much uneafinefs. 
The Obftruftion mult have been in his Kidneys, for he 
had never any Inclination to make Water. The Serous 
Part of the Blood, which (hould have been "thrown off 
by Urine, was difchargd by the Ccelahk and Mefinterick 
Arteries, by the Mediation of the Glands, into the Guts. 
He dyed of a Fever. 

The fecond is an Inftance of Old Age. in Martha 
Waterhoufe and Hejier Jager, both Born in the Township of 
Nortk-Bierley, and Sifters. Martha married to John Wa- 
terhoufe 's Hefter died unmarried. Martha died about two 
Years ago, in the Hundred and fourth Year of her 
Age j and Hefter this prefent Year 1713. in the Hun- 
dred 
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Hundred and fevenfh Year of her Age. They had both 
of them Relief from the Townihip ofNarth-Bierlej nigh 
fifty Years. I mould not have taken Notice of their 
Age feparately, it falling fo far fhort of feveral Inftances 
which have happened in this County 5 but jointly I do 
not remember any that have come op to them. 

From the Longevity of 'Humane Kind,. I mall proceed 
to the Longevity of Fifh out of their proper Element. 
About fix Years ago, great quantities' of Tench were taken 
in a Pond belonging to Stephen Tempe (I of Brottghimm 
Craven Efqjand werefentto the Neighbouring Markets. 
The Filh were taken on Monday towards Night, and 
fotne brought to Bradford on Txefday about the fame 
time 5 and not being frequent in our Markets, Six of 
them were fent hither by Mr Ferrand the Vicar on Wed- 
nefday, I not being at Home, the Basket was fet upon 
the Kitchen Table, not far from a good Fire 5 where it 
continued till Thurfday Morning fc he Servants not know- 
ing what was in it.) Upon opening the Basket, and 
looking upon the Fifh, I thought the Eyes of fome of them 
look'd clear : I put two of them into a Pail of Water, 
and in left than two Hours time they fwam very lively 
in the Water. The remaining four having no figns of 
Life upon them, 1 put them into the fame Pail, and be- 
fore Night they all fwam about in it. 

Burbot ts being, a Fifh not frequently met with in the 
Southern Rivers of England, are often found in this 
County, efpecially in flow Rivers and ftanding Waters, 
as in the River Fofs in Tork-, and aSfo in Dervtent^ but in 
no Place more frequent, than in the Fen Ditches of the 
Levels, about four Miles from Doncajkr. 

I have been feveral times prefent, when plenty of 
fmall Troutshave been caught in the mountainous Lakes 
of North Wales by Angling; and have, with no fmall 
Admiration, confider'd the difficult Accefs to theie Places, 
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where a good Footman can fcarce climb up to them. 
That thefe Lakes are yearly fupplied from the Brooks at 
the Bottom of the Mountains I do not at all doubt, efpe- 
cially in Spawning time, when the Trouts endeavour to 
furmount all Difficulties, by paffiog up the fmall Rivu* 
lets, todepofit their Spawn, for the Prefervation of their 
Species, where it is the moft fecure from the Violence of 
other Fifties, and there by accident fall into thefe Natural 
Ponds, where they continue all Summer 5 no Perfon 
having yet obferved (that I know of) Trouts to breed 
in Ponds. Not only the Trouts that are taken in thefe 
mountainous Lakes are fmall, but alfo the Charrs that are 
taken as they afcend the fmall River out of the great 
Lakes nigh LhtnBery*, todepofit their Spawn in the Sands 
there. Thefe very rarely exceed a f refh Herring in mag- 
nitude, as I have been affured by the Reverend Mr. 
Evans, Vicar of Lhan Berys, who has been prefent when 
hundreds of them have been caught j and by the ac- 
count he gives of them they are in no refpect diffe- 
rent from thofe taken in Winattder-Mear, faven magni- 
tude, where 'tis no rare thing to meet with them of 
two Pound weight and upwards. This fmallnefs in 
Fifhes I have fome time thought to proceed from the 
Coldnefs of the Water, thefe Lakes being fupplied with 
Snow Water from the Mountains eight Months in twelve. 
The mineraoi Vitriol and Allum, being often met with, 
in the Hills through which fome of the Water muft 
drain, perhaps does not a little contribute to the rough- 
nefs and coldnefs of the Water. The Contrary we find 
in our Waters that run through the Limeftone Rocks, 
where no rough Salts are found 3 the Trouts there are 
large and fat. An inftance of this we find in the Trouts 
in Mdlham Tarr in Craven, nigh Setle, where they are 
frequently found two Foot long. 

2 I muft 
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I muft alfo take leave to corred one Miftake in Mr* 
Raj's Sjnoffs Quadruped. &c. p. 195. where he fays> 
that Muftela vulgaris is called here a Foumart or Fitchet. 
Putorius is called here a Foumart^ q«a/t foul Mart, or 
(linking Mart, in oppofition to the Martes which emit a 
musky Smell, and are often met with in our Woods, and 
taken by the Hunters in Snows. 

The Ermin is not unfrequently met with here in Win- 
ter, and look'd upon, when they appear, toprefageSnow. 
I fhould not here have taken Notice of it, it being alfo 
met with in moft Counties of England, but that I have 
had an opportunity, in two or three Inftances, of ob- 
ferving the Time of its Changes. It begins to change its 
Colour from Brown to White, about the beginning of 
November, I had one of them brought me about No- 
vember was two Year*, when I firft ©bferved this change. 
I have feen one or two of them, that in the beginning 
of March were changing from White to Brown. g>u. 
Whether thefe Animals do not aiways continue White in 
the more Northern Parts of the World > 

The Nut-hatch., or Nut-jobber, is not frequently to be 
met with in the South, yet is fo common with us, that I 
have fometimes feen fix or feven of them in one Day in 
my own Woods, This muft be the Bird that Dr, Flot 
in his Nat. Hifl. of Oxfordshire, calls a Wood-Cracker, and 
takes to be an undefcribed Bird. I have with much 
Pleafure often obferved thefe Birds to crack Nuts, 
which they do with very great Dexterity. I order'd one 
of my Servants, that was with me in a Wood laft Chrifi- 
ntaft, to obferve from whence (he fetch'd her Provifion 5 
which. he foon difcover'd in a hollow Tree, and cutting 
the Place open, brought from thence feveral Pints of 
very choice Nuts. 

I met with a Neft of the Regulus Crijlatu*, in a thick 
Thorn Hedge, in my own Orchard, which was built 
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round, and a little Hole at the fide 5 the outfide was green 
Mofs, the infide Hair and Feathers, not much unlike that 
of the common Wren. The Eggs were fmall and white, 
with many brown Spots upon them. The Note of the 
Cock is very agreeable, not much unlike fome of the 
Pint* Kind. I do not remember that I have feen any of 
thefe Birds in Summer before. 

Code* fontatia major edulis Gefneri. I never met with it 
in the North 5 but I found it in plenty laft Year about 
the middle of May, in Stumfield Fields, amongft the 
Briers and Brakes, efpecially nigh the famous Roman 
Pavement. 

I am, &e. 
R 1 c« Richardson. 
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